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Sunday, April 10

Exodus 18:1-12 Jethro was delighted to hear about all the
good things the Lorp had done for Israel in rescuing them
from the hand of the Egyptians. "Now I know that the LORD is
greater than all other gods, for he did this to those who had
treated Israel arrogantly.”(vv.9, 11 NIV)

As a parent, my heart’s desire for my children is
for each of them to have a personal, transformational
relationship with their Creator God, Redeemer Jesus,
and the living Holy Spirit. Often, I have instructed them
to “devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer”
(Acts 2:42). These are key foundational guidelines.

Unfortunately, I only  saw marginal
transformation with these guidelines. Then God showed
me the “Moses Model.” His father-in-law, Jethro, came
to know the one true God from hearing Moses share
specific instances of God’s goodness and power, not
from having Moses preach about prayer, learning, and
fellowship.

Now, I look for opportunities to share God's
power and goodness in all circumstances—mine and
theirs. The “"Moses Model” approach to teaching about
God has been much more effective. And, reliving the joy
personally is a double blessing. May deeper
transformation continue.

Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 John 2:7-17; Mark 16:9-20

Birthdays: Susan Clifford, Trevor Herbert-Snagg and Gloria
Rose

Anniversaries: Andrew & Tanisha Valare

Monday, April 11
1 Peter 5:1-14 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares
for you. (v.7)

My dear friend had one option only when her
bladder cancer returned for the third time—bladder
removal and a new reconstruction. After twelve hours of
surgery, she arrived at the ICU with 20 catheters
inserted, a 15-inch incision line, and a long road of
healing.

When she was finally able to talk, she called me.
Physically, she was making gradual progress with some
setbacks. Emotionally, she was fearful, doubtful, and
unworthy. Spiritually, she couldn’t pray. How could I
help from 2,500 miles away?

We prayed. God revealed that pain, fear, and
doubt had become obstacles in her prayer life. As prayer
continued, God showered His boundless delight upon
her. He showed her that He was walking beside her on
this healing journey. Then, she repented of her doubt
and fear. She renounced the lie that God was the source
of this cancer. My friend was then filled with hope in the
healing power and love of God. She began a
transformational journey that day.

May we each have the humility to ask for help
when needed, as my friend did.
Exodus 18:13-27; Psalm 25; Matthew 1:1-17, 3:1-6

Birthdays: Alexander Corris and Joseph Hugo
Anniversaries: None

Tuesday, April 12
Colossians 1:1-14 We always thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, whenever we pray for you. (v.3)

The Message translation of this verse is: “Our
prayers for you are always spilling over into
thanksgivings.” Succinct and prophetic, this translation
sheds light on how to move from information in God'’s
Word to transformation in relationship with Christ. We
gather knowledge so we can bear fruit.

We pray, we give thanks, we receive joy when
our relational circuits are turned on with God and others.
I have discovered that changing my perspective of a
situation by asking Jesus what he sees and what he
wants me to know about a situation, fast tracks
receiving joy from him.

In planning a baby shower with several women,
disagreements arose over several key decisions. The
planning team was divided by criticism, deception, and
self-justification. I started to experience feelings of
anger, confusion, and mistrust. When I asked Jesus how
he saw this situation and asked for his counsel, his
perspective filled me with wisdom, compassion, and
renewed focus on the purpose of this grand celebration.
The shower became a blessing to all of us.

Exodus 19:1-16; Psalms 26, 28; Matthew 3:7-12

Birthdays: None
Anniversaries: None

Wednesday, April 13

Matthew 3:13-17 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up
out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lightening on
him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.”(vv.16-17)

Here we are introduced to the Trinity. God the
Father speaks, God the Son is baptized, and God the
Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus. Understanding God in
three persons, yet one, has been fundamental in my
relationship with God and in my transformation.

For me, the difference between God in three
persons and God in one person is role and purpose vs.
the nature of God. God in one person means that the
nature of God is identical and unchanging in each of the
three persons of God: Creator, Redeemer, Holy Spirit.

When I connect a role or purpose when
addressing one of the three persons of God (e.g. Father
God-Creator-Abba Daddy who calls me the “apple of his
eye”), I come immediately into the presence of God.
Focus has been shifted from my earthly issues to my
living, loving God and all my relational circuits are turned



on. Now, I can sit and be, listen and learn, and rest and

be filled.
Exodus 19:16-25; Psalm 38; Colossians 1:15-23

Birthdays: Jasmine Guy-Wimberly, Tyrone Scott and Pearl
Sinclair

Anniversaries: None

Thursday, April 14

Colossians 1:24—2:7 So, then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness. (w.6-7)

When I see answered prayer or receive an
unexpected joy, should I keep the thanksgiving quiet?
No, I should actively share my thanksgiving with others
as a living example of the power and love of God. That
is how to thank God and show appreciation for His
blessings.

A friend challenged me to understand more
deeply that Jesus died to give me abundant life. She
asked me to consider ways that Jesus gives life—
freedom from sin, restored relationship with God, joy
through suffering, Jesus protecting me from harm. I
promised to ponder and pray.

Just 30 minutes later, it started raining and I
was getting wet. My car was just across a quiet street.
Looking both ways, I headed across. Suddenly, I heard
the rumbling of a truck motor, saw it heading directly
towards me—brakes were screeching, the truck was
swerving. I remember thinking only God could save me.
Then, the truck stopped, only feet away. I had no fear,
no scratches, just abundant life and joy.

Jesus is awesome and amazing, isnt he?
Thanking Jesus blesses me and others.

Exodus 20:1-21; Psalm 37:1-18; Matthew 4:1-11

Birthdays: Monica Branker and Maria Edwards

Anniversaries: None

Friday, April 15
Psalm 105:1-22 Keep your eyes open to God; watch for his
works; be alert for signs of his presence. (v.4 The Message)

My children used to give me a hard time when 1
said, “That was a God thing. Thank You, Lord.” They
wondered how I knew and how I could teach them to
see, watch, and be alert. I encouraged them to think of
something they were thankful for and then, in prayer, to
thank God.

Many friends and family have encouraged our
daughter as an artist. We were praying with her for
favor and discernment as she relocated to NYC. Having
completed numerous, successful commissions for her
paintings already, she wanted to refine her creative
focus to expand marketing opportunities. Having her
work hang in a gallery where it could be purchased
because of the visual delight, not because of the artist,
was one of her expressed desires.

Several months later, the first of her many
gallery shows opened with success. Only God could have
coordinated finding a gallery space in a prime location,
established a team with complimentary gifts who deeply
respect and care for each other, and demonstrated
clearly that: “That was a God thing. Thank You, Lord.”

Exodus 24:1-18; Colossians 2:8-23; Matthew 4:12-17

Birthdays: Michael Gavaghen, W. Ross Hislop, Damian
Simpson and Erin Spillers

Anniversaries: None

Saturday, April 16

Matthew 4:18-25 Jesus went through Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and sickness among the people. News
spread about him over Syria, and people brought to him all
who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain,
the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the
paralyzed, and he healed them. (vv.23-24 NIV)

Here we learn that Jesus healed everybody
brought to him with any mental, emotional, or physical
ailment. The twelve disciples observed and learned from
Jesus. Then, he “gave them authority to drive out evil
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness” (Matthew
10:1). When the 72 messengers returned they joyfully
said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name” (Luke 10:17). When the eleven disciples went to
Galilee, Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and earth
has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” (Matthew
28:18-19).

Therefore, we know that Jesus heals any
ailment today and always through the power of the Holy
Spirit. I treasure the picture that Isaiah’s prophecy of
the coming Messiah Jesus paints for me here: He will
“bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment
of praise instead of a spirit of despair” (Isaiah 61:3-4).

Exodus 25:1-22; Psalms 30, 32; Colossians 3:1-17

Birthdays: Prudence Belnavis, Bill Brown, Deon Case, Steve
Forbes, Chris Graff and Timothy Shams

Anniversaries: Jim & Shirley Ross
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